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December AGTA News
Welcome to t he third edit ion of  t he new look Geographia AGTA news. 
For furt her informat ion about  AGTA you can visit  our websit e.

AGTA Membership.
Membership of AGTA: as 
of t he las t  board meet ing 
in October wit h a new 
const it ut ion; AGTA now has 
15 directors. These consis t  
of t wo directors from each 
member affiliate, one being 
t he President  of t he Affiliate  
Associat ion and t he ot her 
being nominated by t he 
member. Individuals can only 
make representat ion to AGTA

t hrough t heir associat ion to 
bring issues to t he nat ional 
at tent ion. AGTA exis t s as a 
nat ional body represent ing 
t he interes t s of Geography 
Teachers across Aust ralia. 
If you have an issue t hat  you 
believe would merit  nat ional 
at tent ion you can raise it  
t hrough your local s t ate  
Geography Associat ion. 

You can inquire about  
membership and connect   
with your local associat ions.
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AGTA 2015 New Zealand AGTA 2015 Conference
Regist rat ions are rolling in f or t he excit ing 2015 AGTA 
conference to be held in New Zealand in January.

We are looking 
forward to 
seeing you all at  
t he conference!

There will be a t ribe of 
Aust ralian Geography 
teachers making t heir way 
across t he Tasman to t ake 
part  in t he AGTA conference 
in January.  

You can see what ’s on offer 
and get  a t as te  of t he area 
t hrough t hese links:

AGTA 2015 Conference 

AGTA 2015 Conference 
Far Nort h Dis t rict

AGTA 2015 Conference 
A Not ional Transect  Across 
Volcanic Plateau

Looking forward to seeing  
you all t here.
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AGTA website AAAE Thinking Geographically
The Aust ralian Geography 
Teachers Associat ion Website  
is  your “go-to” site  for any 
informat ion about  AGTA 
and nat ional geography 
issues and act ivit ies. Jump 
on and regis ter for t he email 
newslet ter to keep up to date 
or check out  t he Teaching 
resources , compet it ively 
priced and informat ion for 
s t udent s about  GeoCareers: 
Geography opens a world of 
careers.

AGTA is 
proud to be 
a founding 
member of 
t he newly 
formed AAAE.

AGTA is proud to be a 
founding member of t he 
newly formed AAAE.  This is  
a body specifically formed 
to represent  t he interes t s  
of teacher professional 
associat ions at  a nat ional 
level. There are 23 founding 
member associat ions and t he 
AAAE will be able to lobby 
at  a federal level on issues 
affect ing teachers and t heir 
professional pract ice. The 
AAAE has begun to develop 
Posit ion Statement s  on a 
varie t y of issues of interes t  
to educators , please check 
t he website  for furt her 
informat ion .

AGTA is delighted to offer 
teaching resources to support  
t he implementat ion and 
delivery of t he Aust ralian 
Curriculum – Geography in 
your classroom.

“Thinking Geographically” 
purchase here  has been fully 
revised and updated in line 
wit h t he AC and contains t he 
following:

√  geographical t hinking 
examples, exercises and 
art icles

√  over 50 “Thinkpieces” 
on geography (t hought  
provoking art icles on 
geographical educat ion in 
schools)

√  curriculum planning and 
assessment  processes and 
templates

√  100s of direct  links to 
Internet  sites to support  
geographical t hinking and 
t he teaching of geography

√  presentat ions and video 
resource links to support  
professional learning
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The Aust ralian  
Federat ion Of  
Societ ies  For  
Studies  Of Society 
And Environment  
The Aust ralian Federat ion 
Of Societ ies For St udies Of 
Societ y And Environment  
(AFSSSE) is  a consort ium 
of four professional 
associat ions, namely t he 
Aust ralian Associat ion for 
Environmental Educat ion 
(AAEE), t he Aust ralian 
Geography Teachers' 
Associat ion (AGTA), Business 
Educators Aust ralasia 

Exploring 21s t   
Cent ury Geography
“Exploring 21st  Cent ury 
Geography” DVD purchase 
here is an interact ive resource 
ideal for use in Geography 
Facult ies and to develop a 
richer unders tanding of t he 
new direct ions geography is 
t aking. Purchase here.

It  contains a collect ion of 
teaching resources including 
spat ial technologies/GIS unit s:

√  art icles and resources on 
21st  cent ury Geography

√  GIS skills  development , 
GIS in Physical Geography 

AGTA recommends
Associate Professor Alaric 
Maude, lead writer on t he 
AC- Geography has published 
a new book Unders tanding 
and Teaching t he Aust ralian 
Curriculum: Geography for 
Primary S chools  it  is  a vit al 
companion to planning any 
Primary School geography 
curriculum. It  is  published 
by Hawker Brownlow and is 
available here or t hrough  
your usual book dis t ributor. 

AC- Professional Learning
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(BEA) and t he Social 
Educators Associat ion of 
Aust ralia (SEAA). AGTA has a 
representat ive t hat  at tends 
meet ings and t he group 
periodically produces relevant  
resources t hat  can be ut ilised 

and Historical GIS books 
– course processes 
and act ivit ies wit h 
geographical data

√  21s t  Cent ury Internet  
sites

AC- Professional Learning – 
AGTA has been act ive in t he 
provision of PL opport unit ies 
for a range of teachers across 
t he whole count ry. Contact  
your local GTA for informat ion 

If you would like more infor-
mat ion about  t his, please 
contact  AGTA to see if we  
can help.

Don’t  forget  to sign up for  
t he newslet ter so you can 

GeogSpace

Nat ional Compet it ion

Geography Olympiad

Around t he af filiat es
in t he geography classroom. 
Check t he website  for more 
informat ion.

√  technology in t he 
geography classroom 
art icles, internet  sites and 
resources

√  inquiry project  design and 
work samples.

look out  for excit ing new 
opport unit ies in 2015. AGTA 
cont inues to fund expert s to 
at tend workshops and forums 
in different  locat ions where a 
need has been ident ified. 

receive up to date infor- 
mat ion and offers. GTANSW

GHTANT

GTAQ

GTASA

GTAV
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about  upcoming event s. Also 

http://www.agta.asn.au/Resources/TeachingResources/index.php 
http://www.hbe.com.au/understanding-and-teaching-australian-geography-curriculum-f-6-years.html
http://www.agta.asn.au/Contact/Contact us/index.php
http://www.agta.asn.au
http://www.afssse.asn.au/
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Primary Geography Challenge

At  this early 

AGTA and t he Royal 
Geographical Societ y of 
Queensland are developing 
a geography compet it ion 
for primary school s t udent s. 
At  t his early s tage, we 
are planning an online 
compet it ion t hat  tes t s a wide 
range of geographical skills  
and knowledge in an engaging 
way, using a variet y of 

ques t ion t ypes and graphics. 
The compet it ion will be aimed 
at  Year 6  s t udent s, at  leas t  
init ially. If you are interes ted 
in providing feedback as t he 
compet it ion is  developed, 
or in regis tering an early 
expression of interes t  in 
entering your s t udent s, please 
email Kat h Berg.
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an online 
compet it ion 
that  tes t s  a 
wide range of 
geographical 

Geographical Educat ion 
is  t he flagship journal for 
t he Aust ralian Geography 
Teachers Associat ion (AGTA). 
It  is  published online once a 
year and contains a raft  of 
art icles t hat  connect  direct ly 
wit h bes t  pract ice  teaching 
a delivery of t he geography 

all t he art icles are referre 
making it  an academic 
source for all geography 
educators. There are also 
some comprehensive and 
useful book reviews of ne 
texts or books relevant  to 
geography.
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skills  and 
knowledge in 
an engaging 
way...

curriculum. It  is  relevant  for 
all levels of schooling and 

available here.
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stage we 
are planning Thinking Geographically

The lates t  edit ion will be 

mailto:admin%40rgsq.org.au?subject=
http://www.agta.asn.au/Resources/GeographicalEducation/index.php


GEOG SPACE 
Don’t  f orget  t o keep int eract ing with the GeogSpace  
resources available here.
GEOGSPACE cont inues to evolve and new unit s and materials 
are being added over t ime. It  is  seen as a dynamic, evolving 
resource.

It  is  ant icipated GeogSpace will cont inue to grow and become 
even more interact ive and comprehensive as it  reflect s t he 
dynamism of geographical educat ion in t he 21st  cent ury. 
AGTA welcomes feedback about  t he GeogSpace site  and 
resources, and wishes all users every success in t heir teaching 
of geography in Aust ralian classrooms.

GEOGSPACE 
cont inues to 
evolve...
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Aust ralian Curriculum Review Decadal Plan for geography 
The Federal government  has 
completed a review of t he 
Aust ralian Curriculum as it  has 
been writ ten by ACARA. This 
took place over a very short  
period of t ime and t he report  
was released on 12 October 
2014.  You can access t he 
report  here.  

The notes from t he single 
reviewer (a geography 
teacher in Queensland) can 
be found here. While t he 
GTASA welcomes crit ical 
analysis of any curriculum 
t here  is  some disquiet  
about  t he disconnect ions 
and often cont radict ions 
t hat  exis t  bet ween t he 
reviewers report  and t he final 
recommendat ions. 

Along wit h t his t here is  
some concern t hat  while t he 
curriculum took many mont hs 

AGTA as t he peak body 
represent ing all Geography 
Teacher Associat ions is  
making a rigorous and 
comprehensive submission on 
our behalf. We encourage you 
to look at  t he report  and to 
consider t he implicat ions for 
your site  and context .

Nat ional Commit tee for 
Geography has made more 
progress on t he Decadal plan 
for geography. It  has been 
decided to develop a program 
called St rategic Direct ions for 
t he Geographical Sciences. 
This will assis t  in explaining 
t he role of geography to 
policy makers and decisions 
maker. This will include t he 
development  of an educat ive 
document  organised around 
t he Federal Government  
lis t  of t he five main focuses 
for s t rategic research to be 
delivered by March 2016.

Working part ies will be 
formed to inves t igate and 
report  on t hese five s t rands:

√  Living in a changing 
environment

√  Promot ing populat ion 
healt h and well being

√  Managing our food and 
water asset s

√  Securing Aust ralia’s place 
in a changing world

√  Lif t ing product ivit y and 
economic growt h

All of t hese have explicit  links 
to geographical research 
and t he importance of 
geographical knowledge 
in t he classroom. There 
will be a sixt h working 
part y focusing on school 
geography and developing 
support  for t he foundat ional 
nat ure of Geography and 
t he fundamental need for 
compulsory Geography F-10 in 
schools.

More informat ion is  available 
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of consultat ion and a large 
group of expert s working 
toget her to refine and 
develop it , t he review is based 
on t he opinion of a single 
geography teacher. 

AGTA as the peak body 
represent ing all Geography 
Teacher Associat ions is  making 
a rigorous and comprehensive 
submission on our behalf.

- Aust ralian Academy of 
Science. AGTA has supported 
t his init iat ive by cont ribut ion 
to t he seeding funding to 
begin t he project . Look out  for 
opport unit ies to get  involved.

GTANSW

GHTANT

GTAQ

GTASA

GTAV

GTWA

TGTA

at  t he Geographical Sciences 

http://docs.education.gov.au/node/36269
http://docs.education.gov.au/node/36271
https://www.science.org.au/committee/geographical-sciences
https://www.science.org.au/committee/geographical-sciences
https://www.science.org.au/committee/geographical-sciences


The agreed 
focus for 
2015 will 
cont inue to 
be in explicit ly 
providing 

Around the Affiliat es : 
GTANSW
Current ly, membership is  428; 
t his has risen from 370 during 
May 2014.  The execut ive 
remains constant  and act ive. 
The agreed focus for 2014 
professional learning and 
s t udent  engagement  program 
was around Stage 5 and 6  
Geography – skills , content , 
inquiry based learning and 
fieldwork; and in providing 
support  for early career 
teachers and t hose new to 
teaching Geography.  

Professional development  
and s t udent  engagement  
event s included t he Art hur 
Phillip Awards, t he HSC Exam 
Review series; a Hunter 
Valley Mini Conference; 
Global Educat ion’s Aust ralia’s 
Engagement  wit h Asia: 

The agreed focus for 2015 
will cont inue to be in explicit ly 
providing support  for early 
career teachers and t hose 
new to teaching Geography; 
and also to connect  more 
direct ly wit h regional NSW 
teachers. 

St rategies such as greater 
provision of accredited 
workshops; greater 
incorporat ion of fieldwork, 
inquiry and skills  based 
act ivit ies in to professional 
development  workshops; 
an improved presence in 
regional NSW; and a new 
meet ing venue are proposed 
for helping achieve t hese 
focus  areas  and help raise  
t he profile  of Geography 
educat ion. 

The Geography Bullet in 

t he 2015 AGTA Conference 
cont inues to gain interes t  
from members. GTANSW 
Council members have 
been regularly approached 
by various organisat ions 
to assis t  wit h teacher 
professional learning and t he 
development  of geographical 
educat ion resources. GTANSW 
cont ributed extensively to 
t he development  of and 
consultat ion on t he draft  
K-10 Geography syllabus 
incorporat ing Aust ralian 
Curriculum content  during 
2014. A formal GTANSW 
response to NSW BOSTES was 
compiled by Susan Caldis on 
behalf of t he Council, and will 
be published in Issue 3 of t he 
Geography Bullet in 
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early career 
teachers...

s t udent  lect ure series; t he 
Annual Conference; and 
Geography’s Big Week Out . 

posit ive feedback from 
members about  t he qualit y 
of art icles included, and 
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support  for Indonesia; t he HSC Geography cont inues to receive Susan Caldis (President)

http://www.gtansw.org.au/


GHTANT 
Current ly our membership 
s tands at  33, and at  our June 
AGM we welcomed a number 
of new and ent husias t ic 
council members. 

Three successful professional 
learning workshops were 
presented in recent  mont hs.  
During a guided tour of t he NT 
Library, teachers were 
able to view his torical records 
of Darwin’s development  
as a set t lement , including 
t he effect s of WWII and 
Cyclone Tracy remodelling of 
t he town. The inaugural NT 
Geography Challenge wit h t he 
t heme of People and Places 
was launched in June. The 
compet it ion aims to raise t he 
awareness and engagement  in 

At  the workshop teachers 
developed plans and ideas on how 

t he Geography Inquiry.  At  t he 
workshop teachers developed 
plans and ideas on how to 
incorporate t his compet it ion 
in t heir program planning. 

The August  Mini-Conference 
offered a mixt ure of 
Geography and His tory 
workshops in t he morning, 
t hen a field visit  in t he 
afternoon. The Geography 
workshops included a 
Meteorological Bureau 
present at ion on t he  roll-out  
of MetEye and Cyclones as 
hazards; a his torical look at  
Cyclone Tracy; ESRI Story 
Maps; and programming 
for primary Aust ralian 
Curriculum: Geography. The 
afternoon fieldt rip showcased 
Rapid Creek, a great  site  
for a range of fieldwork 
opport unit ies from Primary to 
Senior classes; and could be 
applied to ot her sites. 

Our t hanks to also go to 
Rod Yule for present ing 
t he WorldVision materials 
Aus t ralia’s  Engagement  
wit h Asia: Indonesia, in Alice 
Springs and Darwin. 

GHTANT is sponsoring 2 
members to at tend t he 2015 
AGTA Conference in New 
Zealand, and we look forward 
to t hose at tending to share 
t heir experiences wit h ot her 
NT members on t heir ret urn.

Julie  Hearnden (Treasurer)
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to incorporate  this compet it ion in 
their program planning. 
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GTAQ 
2015 GTAQ will celebrate 
50 years of our Journal 
“Queensland Geographer “ and 
55 Years of GTAQ.  If you have 
any personal recollect ions of 
event s wit h GTAQ members or 
memorabilia including photos 
from past  years please email 
us. Keep a regular check on 
our website  next  year!

We have 228 members 
and growing. The Annual 
Conference 2014- “Rising 
Tides–People, Places and 
Pedagogy” was held on 25 
(t hree fieldwork full day 
opt ions) and 26 of July. 

On Sat urday t wo informat ive 
keynote speakers were Aunt y 
Rose Elu who presented 
a Torres St rait  Islander 
perspect ive on Saibai Islands 
given t he impact  t hat  rising 
t ides are having on t heir 
communit y and Sandi Cornish 
who presented confront ing 
s tat is t ics on world refugees 
and t he role of Aust ralia. 
Many of t he workshops 
presentat ion are available on 
t he GTAQ website. Thanks to 
all presenters who willingly 
shared t heir knowledge and 
skills wit h fellow geographers 
and to t he part icipant s t hat  
provided us wit h posit ive 
feedback. 
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Members f rom GTAQ conference
knowledge 
and skills...
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GTASA 
We expect  to have 
approximately 100 members 
again t his year. The GTASA 
execut ive has benefited from 
t he energy and technological 
savvy of newer members 
and we have launched a new 
website  available here and we 
have now moved to an online 
digital journal SA Geographer 
will be housed in a ‘Members 
only’ sect ion. 

This is  to enable more 
access and readership for 
busy teachers. In addit ion 
it  has moved to become 
a more school cent red 
publicat ion wit h pract ical 
teaching s t rategies, 
resources and explicit  links 
to t he AC: Geography. The AC: 
Geography cont inues to be a 

demand for support , advice 
and resources to enable 
effect ive implementat ion. 

We were delighted t hat  one 
of our early career members 
of t he Execut ive won an 
award on World teachers 
Day. Elise Walker has been an 
act ive member of t he GTASA 
since she was a s t udent  
teacher and her dedicat ion 
to t he subject , her innovat ive 
and resourceful teaching 
pract ices has won her 
recognit ion from her peers 
and helped to reint roduce t he 
subject  at  Year 12 level in her 
current  school.

GTASA also awarded t wo DD 
Harris Scholarships to newly 
qualified Geography teachers 

in recognit ion of t heir 
emerging skills and abilit ies 
as excellent  classroom 
pract ioners and Geography 
Teachers, well done to Liam 
Sloane and Tamara Jamal- 
Awar.

2015 looks like an excit ing 
t ime for t he GTASA wit h 
new energy and ent husiasm 
driving positive act ion and 
innovat ion.

Greg Way (President)
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GTAV 
Membership is  current ly 732 
including free memberships 
to pre-service teachers and 
primary schools, an increase 
on t his t ime las t  year. 

Wit h t he full implementat ion 
of t he Aust ralian Curriculum 
approaching, we have had  
great  interes t  in our prof- 
essional learning act ivit ies. 
Our annual conference held 
in August  was a huge success 
wit h 8 8 8 delegates at tending 
across t he t hree days. 

We have also provided 
consultat ion to our curriculum 
aut horit y, VCAA, on t he new 
senior level geography course 
which is  expected to be 
publicly released soon for 
implementat ion in 2016.

We have produced a number 
of new resources including 
t wo set s of Geography 
Concept  Posters linked to t he 

Primary years and t he ot her 
for Years 7-10. Each comes 
wit h support  act ivit ies for t he 
classroom and can be ordered 
via our website  (check link for 
resources).

Sadly, t he Global Educat ion 
Project  (Victoria) which has 
operated out  of GTAV for 
t he pas t  fif teen years will 
finish in December 2014 due 
to t he Federal Government  
decision to cease funding 
for t his project  across 
Aust ralia. We t hank t hose 
s taff members who have 
delivered t his project  for t heir 
professionalism and expert ise 
and wish t hem well in t heir 
fut ure endeavours.

Trish Douglas (President) 
We have 
had great  
interest  in our 
professional 
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Aust ralian Curriculum: one for learning 
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It  was an 
honour to 
acknowledge 
Lach’s 

GAWA
GAWA membership s tands 
at  over 320, our primary 
membership base is  
growing. September saw 
t he  2014 AGM, vot ing in 
t he new council wit h an 
unprecedented 7 addit ional 
council nominat ions to t he 
exis t ing board, making a total 
22 elected, appointed and co-
opted council members and 
t hree s taff.

The GAWA Secondary 
Conference in Augus t  saw 
130 at tending and 
26 presenters wit h a high 
qualit y program focused on 
t he New WACE 2015 Courses 
and t he Aust ralian 
Curriculum: Geography. 
The firs t  Primary based 
‘GeogSwap’ event  was held 
in August  wit h 25 at tendees. 
The t hird Aust ralian 
Curriculum: Geography PD 

St udies and ATAR unit s to be 
int roduced in 2015.  Plans for 
2015 are to focus onto t he 
content  and skills  wit hin t he 
various AC Geography unit s. 
August  also saw t he launch of 
t he new Aust ralian Curriculum 
Year 9  geography and his tory 
text book, ‘People, Places and 
Perspect ives’, wit h pleasing 
sales.  In 2015 t he new Year 
11 Geography ATAR Course 
text , ‘Hazards, Net works 
and Interconnect ions’ will 
be available, t he firs t  AC: 
Geography senior school 
text book produced in 
Aust ralia.  There has been 
s t rong interes t  so far.

A review of t he GAWA website  
is  underway and Anna Griffin 
is  also re-organising some of 
t he content . Our 2014 annual 
revision seminars for Year 
12 st udent s were held at  t he 
UWA, Bunbury and Karrat ha in 

was GAWA’s nominat ion 
for t his year’s PTCWA 
Out s tanding Professional 
Service Award.  It  was an 
honour to acknowledge Lach’s 
cont ribut ions over t he years.

As reported earlier t he new 
West  Aust ralian Curriculum 
will be implemented in 2015 
for Year 11 and in 2016 for 
Year 12. GAWA is represented 
on t he Course Advisory 
Commit tees focussing on 
t he Aust ralian Curriculum 
HASS courses. The curriculum 
aut horit y is  aiming to publish 
t he West  Aust ralian Curr- 
iculum for F – 10 in 2016 for 
full implementat ion in 2017. 

Darryl Michie (President) 
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over the 
years.

day in November will focus 
on t he new Year 11 General 

October. Pas t  GAWA and AGTA 
president  Lachlan MacKinnon GTANSW
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TGTA
Membership s t ill s t ands 
at  22 members.  A number 
of teachers from Tasmania 
at tended t he GTAV Conf- 
erence and TGTA members 
were able to at tend at  
member rates and some 
primary school teachers 
at tended jus t  for t he primary 
day, t hanks to a kind and 
generous offer from Trish, t he 
GTAV President . It  is  hoped 
t hat  similar arrangement s 
would cont inue for fut ure 
GTAV Conferences.

Rod Yule from World Vision 
is coming over to run a PD on 
Aust ralia’s Engagement  wit h 

There has been a lot  of interest  
amongst  teachers, with posit ive 
feedback from Tasmanian teachers 

Asia: Indonesia on Thursday 
30 th October.  There has been 
a lot  of interes t  amongst  
teachers, wit h posit ive 
feedback from Tasmanian 
teachers who at tended 
t he session at  t he GTAV 
Conference.

The Aust ralian Curriculum: 
Geography from K – 10 
commenced t his year in 
all Tasmanian primary and 
high schools.  The Senior 
Secondary syllabus has been 
writ ten and approved by t he 
Tasmanian Qualificat ions 
Aut horit y (TQA) and will s t art  
in 2015.  A big t hank you is  
extended to t he t wo writers, 
Debbie Claridge and Robert  
Owens. TGTA will organise 
some sessions for senior 
secondary teachers to get  

toget her to develop and 
share resources for t he new 
syllabus.  

The new Liberal government  
has absorbed t he funct ions 
of t he TQA into t he Educat ion 
Depart ment  in an endeavour 
to save money.  

Wayne Sut ton (President) 
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Aust ralian Geography Compet it ion
This year 70,766 s t udent s 
from 760 schools entered t he 
Compet it ion. Tasmania had 
a record number of s t udent s 
entering, and Victoria, 
Tasmania and ACT had record 
numbers  of schools . The 
2014 Compet it ion included 
more skills  ques t ions and 
fewer based on place-specific 
knowledge. This led to an 
increase in s t udent s’ mean 
scores of bet ween 3 and 5 

marks across t he age levels. 
Next  year’s 2015 Compet it ion 
will be held in schools  from 
23 March to 1  April 2015. 
Material will be sent  to 
secondary schools in January. 
For furt her informat ion, see 
t he website  or email Bernard 
Fit zpat rick.
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Analysing the data – The geospat ial 
classroom with Mick Law

Geography’s  Big Week Out
The 2014 Geography’s Big Week Out  
program focused on t he impact  of 
human act ivit y on catchment s and 
es t uaries, and how to manage t hese 
impact s. The fieldwork at  Narrabeen 
Lagoon, Pit t water es t uary and Sydney’s 
northern beaches, was complemented by 
using geospat ial technologies to record, 

analyse and present  data. The s t udent  
part icipant s were chosen from t he 
senior level of t he Aust ralian Geography 
Compet it ion. Thanks to Milton Brown 
from GTANSW for organising t he event , 
with t he support  of teachers from GTAQ. 

Visit  t he website  for more informat ion.
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I learnt  so much both in terms of content  but  also generally 
how broad geography can be and how applicable it  is  to so 
many things. I have a far bet ter appreciat ion of what  a good 
subject  it  is  now than I ever did just  t hrough school. I also 
enjoyed everything so much and I know a lot  of t hat  was 
down to t he leaders’ enthusiasm and passion in everything 

Teaching Resources 

Thinking Geographically

Big Week Out

GeogSpace

Out  in the fi eld we did. I don't  t hink I've ever seen a bet ter example of what  
teaching should really be all about . 

Keita Richardson, Normanhurst  Boys' High School
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Int ernat ional Geography Olympiad
The Aust ralian team 
performed except ionally well 
at  t he 2014 Internat ional 
Geography Olympiad in 
Krakow, Poland, coming 
second in t he team rankings 
out  of t he 36 count ries 

part icipat ing. Aust ralia’s team 
was chosen from t he s t udent s 
at  t he 2013 Geography’s 
Big Week Out . Janice Mui 
(MacRobert son Girls ’ High 
School) and Stephen Roche 
(Sydney Grammar School) 

won Gold Medals, coming 3rd 
and 7t h respect ively out  of 
144 s t udent s. Oscar Fawkes 
(Sydney Grammar School) 
won a Silver Medal, and Leon 
Shi (Melbourne High School) 
a Bronze Medal. Compared 
to some count ries, Aust ralia 
does very lit t le  preparat ion 
of it s  team once selected. 
Our result s  are t herefore a 
reflect ion of t he s tandard 
of teaching in our s t udent s’ 
schools, and t he learning 
experiences and targeted 
team select ion during Big 
Week Out . 

Visit  t he website  for more 
informat ion.
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The Olympiad for me was a fantast ic expe-
rience, not  only having the opportunit y to 
tes t  yourself against  t he best  geographers 
in the world, but  also to meet  so many amaz-
ing people from a huge range of different  
cult ures who all share similar interest s. The 
best  part  of the whole Olympiad was spend- 
ing t ime with t hese new friends exploring 

The opening ceremony Poland’s at t ract ions and cult ure, with my  
favourites being the cult ural evening, 
Krakow’s Old Town market  square and the 
Wieliczka Salt  Mine. However t hat  being  
said, t he geography was very fun too! 

S tephen Roche
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