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July AGTA News

Welcome to the fourth edition of the new look Geographia AGTA news.

For further information about AGTA you can visit our website.

AGTA Membership.

Membership of AGTA: as

of the last board meeting

in October with a new
constitution; AGTA now has
15 directors. These consist
of two directors from each
member affiliate, one being
the President of the Affiliate

Association and the other
being nominated by the
affiliate. Individuals can only
make representation to AGTA

through their association to
bring issues to the national
attention. AGTA exists as a
national body representing
the interests of Geography
Teachers across Australia.
If you have an issue that you
believe would merit national
attentionyou canraise it
through your local state
Geography Association. You
can inquire about membership  Western Australia

and connect with your local
associations.

New South Wales
Northern Territory

Queensland
South Australia

Tasmania

Victoria

. AGTA members

. Tim Costello to stay

. AGTA Conference

| DonBiddle Award

| AGTA Website

. APPA/ Aust. Curriculum
. Global Poverty

. Competition/ Big Week Out
. Geography Education

. Decadal Plan

. Around the affiliates

B cransw [l Grav
B cioant ) sTwa
| Faree  Rart
B crasa


http://www.agta.asn.au/
http://www.gtansw.org.au/
http://www.ghtant.org.au/
http://www.gtaq.com.au/
http://www.gtasa.asn.au/
http://www.afssse.asn.au/tgta/
http://www.gtav.asn.au/
http://www.gawa.asn.au/gawa/HOME.htm

ograpnia

In addition AGTA have a

range of resources available

to support the teaching

of Geography and they

can be investigated here.
AGTA continues to support
the work of the AAAE as

a peak body representing
Education Associations.
They are an active group
and have produced several
positions papers onarange
of contemporary issues in
education which are useful
professional reading,

AGTA have
arange of
resources
avallable to
support the
teaching of
Geography

AGTA has developed an
Action Plan:

0 Posters - development

of anew set of classroom
posters. These will be
available for purchase
from Affiliates and
directly from AGTA

AGTA Roadshow —
further implementation

of the travelling
roadshow to support

the implementation

of geography in the
classroom. The aim s to
offer the roadshow in each
state as many times as
required

Textbook - AGTA is
seeking to produce a
text book to support
the implementation

of the AC:Geography.
This will help support
the development of the
key skills and inquiry
methodology.

Brochure - the
development of a
reproducible resource
for use in schools

advocating for the range
of careers that the

study of Geography can
support. Useful insubject
counselling and careers
events.

Work with RGSQ
regarding the Geography
competition in order

to further develop the
project and to initiate a
primary school version.

Response to HASS — AGTA
has already developed
aresponse to the AC:
Geography review and

ls continuing to respond
to the push for a single
HASS curriculum. The
AGTA Board will monitor
and respond to further
developments.
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Tim Costello to stay

AGTA is delighted to
announce that Tim Costello
AO has agreed to continue
in the role of patron.

Tim has a long standing
Interest in the promotion of
geography as a key part of
the curriculum in developing
active citizens who are willing
to strive against inequality
inany level.

You can read more about Tim
here along with some of the
articles he has contributed in
support of geography.

AGTA 2015
Conference

The AGTA 2015 Conference was held in Rotorua, New Zealand

in January and was well attended by participants from all over
Australia and New Zealand. Arange of presentations are now

available at the AGTA website.

o~

Professor John Morgan

The next conference — in January 2017 — will be organised

by the GTAV and held in Melbourne. Melbourne is easily
accessible fromarange of locations and has a wide variety of
accommodation options. Mark the date in your diary and keep
an eye on the AGTA website for more information and the call
for presenters.

There are plans for a primary education stream as part of the
2017 conference, alongside a wide range of workshops, quality
keynote speakers and interesting field trips.

There are plans for a primary
education stream as part of the

201/ conference...
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Don Biddle Award —
Wayne Sutton

The Don Biddle Friend of
Geography Award is named
in honour of the founding
president of AGTA, Dr Don
Biddle. The Award is made
by the AGTA Board based
on the recommendation
of a selection committee
comprising three members
of the Board. Current serv-
ing members of the AGTA
Board are not eligible to
receive the award.

It was awarded posthu-
mously to Wayne Sutton
inrecognition of the
enormous contribution he
made to AGTA and to the
consolidation of geography
within Tasmania.

His citation reads:

At the time of his passing Wayne was president of the
Tasmanian Geography Teachers Association and a director
of AGTA. In these positions, and his teaching career more
generally, Wayne made an outstanding contribution to
Geographical Education in Australia.

Wayne was passionate about Geography and was
actively involved in providing leadership and support to
Geography teachers throughout Tasmania. He taught
Senior Geography at Hobart College for 18 years where
he was Head of Department. He was the chief marking
examiner and had been the setting examiner and state
moderator for Geography. In addition, Wayne was a
contributing author for several publications and held
positions on advisory editorial committees for a number
of publications. He actively promoted professional
learning by facilitating a range of Geography workshops
and in-service activities.

“_his fellow directors highlighted
his zest for life, quiet considered
manner and his passionate
commitment to Geography.”

Wayne was also a long-standing member of the AGTA
Board. In this capacity he represented the interests of
Tasmanian Geography teachers and took an active interest
in issues affecting Geography at a national level.
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These included the development of the Australian

Curriculum: Geography, the initiatives AGTA developed
to support the Curriculum's implementation and those
designed promote the study of Geography in Schools.

Inreflecting on Wayne's contribution to AGTA his fellow
directors highlighted his zest for life, quiet considered
manner and his passionate commitment to Geography.
They also appreciated his wry sense of humour, and his
thoughtful comments and diplomatic solutions to issues
faced by AGTA.

Wayne was a kind, considerate and deeply caring person.
His fellow directors valued his friendship and will miss his
keen sense of humour and his contributions to the Board's
deliberations.

Wayne is a very worthy recipient of the Don Biddle Award,
AGTA's most prestigious award. He taught and treasured

Geography.

Dr Grant Kleeman

Chairperson

At the 2015 AGTA conference in Rotorua New Zealand
these other long term supporters of AGTA's work

Ms Susan Caldis

Secretary

also received the Don Biddle Award- Rob Berry, Nick
Hutchinson, Jeana Kriewaldt and Emmy Terry. Their

citations can beread online here.

AGTA Website

The AGTA Website s your “go-

to”site for any information
about AGTA and national
geography issues and
activities.

Check out the Teaching

resources, and competitively

priced information for
students about GeoCareers:
Geography opens a world of
careers.

>

GeoCareers
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Australian Primary
Principals Association

Australian Primary Principals Association

Australian Primary Principals Association has presented

a position paper regarding the Primary Curriculum design
and the range of subjects to be taught. It is an interesting
plece regarding the concerns about the overcrowded
primary curriculum. Briefly the Association is advocating the
integration of History and Geography as part of a Humanities
and Social Sciences (HASS) course which would be a part

of the core. AGTA does not support the development of a
single curriculum for HASS, preferring to see the integration
of subjects made at a school level from well developed and
detailed individual curricula.

Australian Curriculum

Australian Curriculum — Professional Learning — AGTA has
been active in the provision of PL opportunities for a range of
teachers across the whole country. Contact your local GTA for
information about upcoming events. Also look out for exciting
new opportunities in 2015.

AGTA continues to fund experts to attend workshops and

forums in different locations where a need has been identified.

If you would like more information about this please contact
AGTA to see if we can help.

Don't forget to bookmark this newsletter to receive up to date
information and offers.

GEOGSPACE

GEOGSPACE continues to
evolve and new units and
materials are being added
over time.

@Geog Pac

Core units

Support units

It is seen as a dynamic,
evolving resource that

will be under constant
refinement and rejuvenation.
It is divided up into the broad
units of the AC:Geography
and each section contains
detailed background
support for teachers as

well as comprehensive
tllustrations and exemplars.
It is an essential starting
point for all teachers who are
implementing the curriculum
(n their context.
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Global Poverty
Teacher’s Toolkit

The Australian Federation

Of Sacieties For Studies Of
Society And Environment
(AFSSSE) is currently
promoting the Global Poverty
online resource developed by
CARE Australia.

There are a comprehensive
range of resources that
support the teaching of
different aspects of the AC
Geography that are related
to poverty. These include
lesson plans, worksheets,
short videos and other
external links.

There are a comprehensive range
of resources that support the

teaching of different aspects of
the AC...

GLOBAL POVERTY
TEACHER'S TOOLKIT
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The Arthur
Phillip Awards
recognizes
outstanding
achievement
by students...

Around the Affiliates:

GTANSW

Currently, membership

is just over 500 with the

2015 Committee being 21
members — 19 from NSW and
2 from ACT. Susan Caldis is
completing her second year as
President.

Professional Development

Currently, there are 5
confirmed professional
development events for 2015.
We are working towards
gaining registration of these
events so teachers can work
towards fulfil accreditation
requirements.

GTANSW was represented as
part of the AGTA Roadshow
professional learning
opportunity held in Brisbane
during March 2015. GTANSW
(s planning to host three AGTA
Roadshows around NSW once
NSW BOSTES have released
the newly refined curriculum.

The Dubbo Mini Conference
‘From the ground up’was
held in February with 98
attendees. The focus of

the conference was on
geographical mapping

skills, the use of spatial
technologies and integrating
fieldwork methodologies.

The HSC Review series

was also held during March
at 3venues: Newcastle,
Wollongong and Sydney,
organized by David Latimer.

Publications and projects

The first of four GTANSW
Geography Bulletins was
distributed during May in
electronic form.

Action for promotion of
Geography

The Arthur Phillip Awards
recognizes outstanding
achievement by students

/-12 Awards and prizes are
presented at an awards

evening with a guest speaker,

Assaociate Professor Simon
Pinnegar from the University
of NSW.

The HSC Student Lecture
series will be held in June
in Newcastle, Sydney and
Wollongong, these are
popular with both students
and teachers.

Susan Caldis (President)
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GHTANT

Geography teachers in

the Northern Territory
continue to be excited
about their implementation
of the Australian
Curriculum: Geography

and have responded well

to professional learning
opportunities provided by
the association.

The AGTA Conference in
New Zealand has done much
to promote Geography

in the top end of Darwin.
Three teachers from Darwin
attended, which are similar
numbers to the Adelaide and
Perth AGTA Conferences. The
presentation by Christine
Cox at the Curriculum Café
highlighted the diverse

Planning has begun for a joint NT
Teaching Assaciations Conference

in late August.

fieldtrips and workshops,
while showcasing specific
strategies and ideas to take
back and use in the classroom.
The Curriculum Cafe, held in
March, was an after-school
information sharing workshop
delivered in“15minute
download sessions” with some
question time. Other teachers
who had been sponsared by
GHTANT to attend HTAA and
SCEAA conferences were
given an opportunity to share
resources and report back to
members and non-members.

Planning has begun for a joint
NT Teaching Associations
Conference in late August.
GHTANT, STANT (Science
Teachers) and ETANT (English
Teachers) will provide a
range of key note speakers
and workshops for both
primary and secondary

school teachers across the
four disciplines. August

is awonderful time of the
year in Darwin, so we are
hoping to get participants
from all across the Territory
attending.

Geography and History
Teachers Association

of Northern Territory is
committed to working

with teachers across the
whole Territary, and we
would encourage more
regional teachers to join our

association to access both on-
line and real-time professional

learning opportunities.

Julie Hearnden (Treasurer)
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GTAQ

Currently GTAQ has 181
financial members but, if the
usual pattern prevails, this
will increase as the date of
the annual Conference draws
near. The Conference this year
will be held at QUT Gardens
Point campus on Saturday
July 25with the theme ‘Doing
Geography’ A field work day
will be offered on the Friday.

GTAQ hosted the first of

the AGTA Roadshows at

St Margaret’s School on
Saturday, March 21. About /0
teachers attended, including
asmall, but keen, group of
Primary teachers. Some
participants came from far
afield, e.g. Cairns, Townsville
and Bundaberg. Overall the
sessions provided by Grant
Kleeman, Malcolm Mclnerney,
John Butler, Susan Caldis and
Mick Law were well received.

In September GTAQ will assist
RGSQ in the organisation and
running of the Big Week Out.
Planning is well underway and
Rebecca Nicholas has been
appointed the Coordinator of
the week.

We are still hoping to make
greater connections with our
regional members and also
with the pre-service teachers
— the latter of which will be
offered free membership in
2015. We have struggled for
many years to accommodate
the geographical challenges
the state of Queensland
presents us, maybe this

year we will find the ‘best fit’
to best serve our far-flung
membership.

Russell Smerdon (President)

We are still
hoping to
make greater
connections
with our
regional
members...
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GTASA has
agreed to
partner SS5I
N an exciting
Initiative
aimed at

encouraging
teachers to
use spatial
technology

GTASA

Current membership is down
on last year but we saw it
rebound as teachers register
for the May Conference.

The May Conference saw
Joanne Wegener take over
as GTASA President and
the retirement of long term
committee members Clive
West and Kathleen Johnson.
Early career members of
the GTASA have taken on
significant responsibilities.
Conference convener

lan Johnson and his sub-
committee organised an
excellent May 28/29 GTASA
Conference ‘Grounded in
Geography’ Australian
Curriculum: Geography
continues to be a major focus.

Workshops and field trips
aimed at primary and
secondary Geography

teaching have been organised.

Keynote speakers were Mark
Lethbridge from Flinders
University and John Tibby
from Adelaide University.
The move to Eventbrite for

Conference registration
made the process much
more streamlined in 2014
and allowed the conference
convener day to day updates.
We will continue to use it
again this year.

GTASArepresentatives
continue to run workshops
at combined association
Australian Curriculum
Conferences. A spatial
technology workshop run
by Mick Law from Contour
Education will take place in
Term 3 and we are also hoping
to negotiate an opportunity
for AGTA's Travelling
Roadshow to present a
workshop later in the year.

SA Geographer has
successfully moved to
electronic form. Joanne
Wegener and Alexandra
Piggott have co-edited the
publications to date and
they have been very well
received. The GTASA website
(s very popular and being
well managed by Peter Mann.

GTASA has agreed to partner
SSSIin an exciting initiative
aimed at encouraging
teachers to use spatial
technology in teaching AC -
Geography. It will be headed
up by Malcolm Mclnerney.

The annual Year 12
Geography Night will take
place in August. CEASA
continues to be a wonderful
support for GTASA. There
has been limited production
of GTASA material for a
couple of years and the costs
involved inre-development
of the website and SA Journal
have been significant. It will
be important to work towards
improving our financial
position this year.

Greg Way (President)
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GTAV

It has been a busy, productive
six months for GTAV. Our
current member ship

stands at 604 with further
registrations anticipated.

In the first half of 2015,

the GTAV has offered eight
professional learning
opportunities to experienced
and inexperienced teachers
of Geography. A further
eight briefing sessions were
offered in conjunction with
the Victorian Curriculum and
Assessment Authority on the
forthcoming new senior
years' course to be introduced
in 2016.

Our Geography Concept
Poster sets, for primary
and secondary classrooms,
continue to sell well and the

support activities for these
have been made available
on USB. Our other main
resources in production
this year include four new
VCE textbooks and the
development of a Spatial
Technologies website.

With the closure of the

Global Education Program in
December 2014, the GTAV is
organising the distribution

of GEP-producedresources.
These are available for free to
all teachers who are members
of Geography affiliates in

class sets or individual copies.

Schools only need to pay for
postage and handling. These
may be obtained via ordering
with the GTAV.

GTAV will be hosting the 2017
AGTA Conference to be held
in Melbourne January 9-12
with the pre-conference tour
January 4-8 201/ As they
become available details will
be published on the AGTA
website.

Trish Douglas (President)

Our Geography Concept Poster
sets, for primary and secondary
classrooms, continue to sell well
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GAWA

As of April 2015 we have 265
members. The association
has been active in providing
the following Professional
Learning opportunities:

o Australian Curriculum
Professional Learning Day,

o NewandBeginning
Teachers Days,

o TermZsecondaryPD

o Annual Secondary GAWA
Conference,

o Australian Geography
Curriculum Professional
Learning Day (AGTA
Roadshow)

Our website will be undergoing
a refurbishment over the next
few months to enhance user
friendliness and access to
essential information.

Julia Freeman is our new
Bulletin Editor and our term 1
edition looked at the concept
of Change. Our new Year

11 Geography ATAR Course
text, 'Hazards, Netwarks

and Interconnections’has
been published. Exam and
broadsheet production
continues to be a major task
undertaken by GAWA.

With respect to the
Promotion of Geography, our
website will be undergoing
arefurbishment over the
next few months to enhance
user friendliness and access
to essential information.

We continue to runrevision
seminars for WACE Stage 3
students both in the metro
area andregionally. The first
winners of our Geography
Investigation and Fieldwork

Competition were awarded
in 2014,

There continue tobe
Curriculum Developments
with the review and
refinement of the relevant
Australian Curriculum course
units for F =6 and /- 10 with
the aim of publishing the West
Australian HASS Curriculum
for F - 10ready for full
implementation in 2017,

Issues and Challenges include
the publication of the final
WA: HASS Curriculum and
managing the generational
change within the
organisation as people move
in different directions.

Darryl Michie (President)
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TGTA

Members were saddened and
shocked to learn of Wayne
Sutton’s passing. Wayne had
been the President of TGTA
for nearly 9 years and was
the corner stone of providing
information, news and
disseminating resources to
members.

Debbie Claridge (St Mary's
College) is currently Acting
President and Rowan Harris
(Hobart College) has been co-
opted to join the Committee.

The TGTA mailing list has
approximately 40 people
listed on it. The mailing
address of the TGTA Is now St
Mary's College, Hobart.

The TGTA hosted the AGTA
Council meeting at the
beginning of May in Hobart.

Dr Greg Calvert (Secretary)
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Geographical Education

Geographical Education is the flagship journal for

the Australian Geography Teachers Association
(AGTA). It is published online once a year and
contains araft of articles that connect directly
with best practice teaching a delivery of the
geography curriculum. It is relevant for all levels
of schooling and all the articles are referred
making it an academic source for all geography
educators. There are also some comprehensive
and useful book reviews of new texts or books
relevant to geography. The 2014 edition is titled
‘Building Teaching and Learning in Geography”
and challenges the reader to consider the
position, importance and relevance of
Geography in the curriculum. As usual there are
thought provoking articles alongside detail of
the submission by AGTA to the review of the
Australian Curriculum. The book reviews are
highly recommended to discover new resources
or to extend your professional library.

The latest edition is available here.
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Australian Academy of Science

Geographical Sciences — Decadal Plan

The Australian Academy of Science continues to refine the
working party and strategy to develop the decadal plan for the
Geographical Sciences. As the chair Associate Professor Alaric
Maude is organising working parties to investigate and report
on these five strands:

o Living inachanging environment

o Promoting population health and well being
0o Managing our food and water assets

O Securing Australia’s place in a changing world

o Lifting productivity and economic growth

Arange of academics and geography teachers and experts
are included in the committee and it is anticipated that during
the next two years there will be extensive investigation into
the role that geography can play in the further development of
Australia. The terms of reference make for interesting reading
and it is worthwhile revisiting the project from time to time as
it progresses.
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