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What is a 
Slum?
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Defining Slums:
A slum household is defined as a group of individuals living under the same 

roof lacking one or more of the conditions below:

Access to improved water:

Access to improved sanitation:

Durability of housing:

Sufficient living area:

Secure tenure:
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Where are the  
Slums?
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Figure #1:  Slums of the World 2001 (source: UN-HABITAT, 2003b)
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Slum Increase: 1990Slum Increase: 1990--20012001
Global Slum Statistics: 1990
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Global Slum Statistics: 2001

During this timeframe, there has been a steady increase in the number of slums in 
each region ranging from a rise of 3% to 9.2%.

The Regions which show a bigger increase in slums are East and South-East Asia with 
a combined percentage rise of around 8.5%

The Australian/Europe statistics shown are of Poverty, not slums, and although their 
population of poverty is low compared to the other regions, there was still a noticeable 
percentage rise of about 5-6% over the 11year period.

Source: Student – Seminar #2
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Figure #2: Slum Trends 1990 - 2001 (source: UN-HABITAT 2003b and Demographic and Health Surveys 1990)
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Slums Slums -- Physical LocationPhysical Location
Slums are often located on: 
o Roads
o Rivers
o Rail lines
o Airports
o Factories

o Waterways (sewage systems)
o Rooftops (car parks or other houses)
o Beaches
o Actual Rubbish Tips
o Open areas of unoccupied land

o Alleyways or side streets (where access is denied to the public; e.g. rubbish 
dumpster can’t collect the rubbish so it just builds up and becomes a health 
hazard.)

Source: Student – Seminar #2
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Byculla has been known as one of the oldest 
slums in Mumbai. Even on this map which was 
made in 1976 – there is vast amount of slums 
scattered over the map but in particular the 
Byculla area is very dense with slums. These 
houses are made of brick and mortar but lack 
drainage systems and toilet facilities. Over the 
years, this area has become too crowded forcing 
people to build new slums in other areas of 
Mumbai. These new slums are located 
predominately on railway lines because the land 
there is unoccupied and cheap (that’s if they pay 
for it). The land is also located in an 
inconvenient spot where no one else wants to 
built.   

Byculla

Parel, 
Matunga, 
Dadar

Source: Student – Seminar #2
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How do Slums 
form?
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Rapid Urbanisation
The process in which the number of people living in cities increases 
compared with the number of people living in rural areas. The rapid 
growth of urban areas is the result of two factors:  natural increase in 
population (excess of births over deaths), and migration to urban areas.  

The speed at which the urban population is growing, predominantly in 
less developed countries is causing many issues. Much of the urban 
population end up living in poor and overcrowded shanty areas on 
the outskirts of cities. This is because they are unable to afford to live 
elsewhere, and therefore having to build their own accommodation 
using scrap materials.

In many regions hygiene and medical care tends to be better in the 
cities than rural areas. This means that the death rate is lowered 
and the city population grows faster. The growing population then 
puts pressure on the cities’ infrastructure and resources.

The rapid growth of cities strains their capacity to provide 
services such as energy, education, health care, transportation,
sanitation and physical security. Consequently a lack in all these 
aspects can be seen to be the result of overpopulation in urban areas 
in which contributes to the development of slums and widespread 
poverty.

Source: Student – Seminar #3
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The Urban Shift
Urban areas and cities have become the centre of where vast numbers of people 
from different communities and rural areas compete for the most basic elements of 
life in which include:
- employment
- affordable rent
- vacant land on which shelter can be developed without fear of eviction
- schools
- medical treatment
- access to clean drinking water and easy transportation

Those who settle in urban areas, do so because they believe they will find 
opportunities that are not available elsewhere and an overall better lifestyle. 

People may also be ‘pushed’ away from their rural homes to the urban environment 
due to pressures caused by the increasing population and the demands it makes on 
resources in the rural area. Drought and crop failure may also force migration towards 
urban areas. 

Filtering
The process by which social groups move from one part of 
a city to another is called filtering. As the housing stock in 

the inner city deteriorates with age or becomes less 
desirable as its position within the city changes when the 
city expans, higher-income groups move out and lower-

income groups move in.
Source: Student – Seminar #3
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Why are there 
Slums?
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Debt Value as a % of Gross National Income [GNI]
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Inequality and 
Slums?
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Inequality & Slums: Seminar Breakdown

1. That slums themselves exist due to society’s unequal nature.                  
>A look at historical and present situations.

2. A look into how society’s economic, and govt situations (world debt, 
corruption, respective political ideology etc) feed the growth of slums.    

> Comparison of Wealthy and Poor Areas.

3. A comparison of Slum conditions around the world. MEDC vs LEDC. 
>Are slums are the world equal? 

4. A comparison of slums (an their equivalents) in each global economic 
area compared to the status quo of their areas. 

> How great is the divide between the rich and poor?

Source: Student – Seminar #5
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Economic Conditions: MEDC vs LEDC 

Source: Student – Seminar #5
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Urban 
growth rates 

–
entrenching 
inequality
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CAIRO
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What is 
happening in 

Slums?
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The Problem
• Slums are an ongoing global problem which is growing 

due to population expansion in many countries which is 
forcing uneven number of people into severe living 
conditions.

• Most of theses slums exist in countries which are under 
pressure to emerge from colonial exploitation, economic 
isolation, political anarchy, sectarian violence & a 
number of conditions that don’t have any impact on more 
developed countries. 

• A cause of slums is poverty which occurs as a result of 
not having enough money and so they can’t get any 
resources such as: drinking water, food, medical care, 
education or no means of escaping poverty. 

Source: Student – Seminar #6
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Goals & Targets (What should be done?)

• To get rid of extreme poverty & hunger
• A good education 
• Equality between genders
• Reduce child mortality
• Improve maternal health
• Get rid of diseases such as: HIV & malaria 
• Help to make the environment they live in sustainable  
• Develop a global partnership for development

Source: http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/#

Source: Student – Seminar #6
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Children <five mortality rate [per 1,000 live births]

The general pattern of children under five 
mortality rate per 1000 live births shows that the 
more developed countries (e.g. Australia, U.S.A 
and Canada etc) have a lot less more mortality 
rate than those of the less developed (e.g. most 
of Africa, etc).

The main anomalies between 
the 1990 map and 2005 map is 
that Venezuela, Columbia and 
Ecuador have all increased.

Source: Student – Seminar #6
Source: http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/#
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Proportion of the 
population using 

improved drinking 
water sources

Source: http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/#

Source: Student – Seminar #6
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Working with 
Slums?
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Cities Alliance - Cities without Slums
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Why Don’t We Tear The Old Slums Down?
• By tearing down houses you also tear down the social networks present. These social links 

help people to cope with  the difficult situations present in slums, and offer a sense of 
identity and belonging. 

• From an economic standpoint, past experiences in slum redevelopment can cost between 10-
15 times more than just upgrading them.

• Finding land is becoming increasing difficult for new slum developments
• Tearing down old slums removes the much needed shelter for the families that live there. So 

by tearing them down, you would be increasing the problem and making things worse.

Source: Student – Seminar #7
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What Does The Rest Of The Population 
Have To Gain From Slum Upgrading?

Obviously not everybody lives in slums. Those who do not live in
slums often have the view that slums are dirty, disease 
infested, atrocities, who's inhabitants must be removed from 
the city, as well as the physical “slum” itself. However, by 
upgrading slums and not demolishing them as the rest of the 
population would like, the slums can:

•Provide a wide range of low cost services which would not be 
available if the slum-dwellers were moved out.

•City-centre slums will retain there vitality

•City-centre slums avoid the eventual process of ghettoisation
(the formation of thickly populated areas, usually consisting of
one or more ethnic/religious groups),crime and the breakdown 
of sociality and morality that usually accompanies attempts to 
tear down unsightly areas.

Source: Student – Seminar #7
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Student 
‘Peer 

Assessment’
of Seminar


